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C TRAUMATIC FRACTURE CODING TIPS

The primary axis for classifying injuries is the anatomical site.

The secondary axis is the type of injury.
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If ICD-10-CM does not provide codes to identify both the site and the type of fracture,
the fracture site takes precedence over the type of fracture. AHA Coding Clinic, 2015 Issue 1.

Osteoporosis and Fracture (Traumatic versus Pathologic). If the provider documents the fracture as
“fracture secondary to fall/trauma”, the fracture is coded as traumatic even with a resident with osteoporosis.
AHA Coding Clinic, 2018 Issue 2.

Fracture Documentation: If the provider has diagnosed a fracture. If the X-ray report provides additional
information regarding the site for a condition that the provider has already diagnosed, it would be appropriate
to assign a code to identify the specificity that is documented in the X-ray report. AHA Coding Clinic, 2013 Issue 1.

A fracture not indicated as open or closed should be coded as closed.
A fracture not indicated as displaced or not displaced should be coded as displaced.
A fracture described as both open and closed is coded to open.

Dislocations or subluxations associated with the fracture are included in the fracture code.
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TYPES OF FRACTURES

I = kAt e Displaced fracture where the ends of the bone fragments are at an angle.
e DTG el gL i y: Avulsion A tendon or ligament pulls off a piece of bone.
. p Burst Vertebral body explodes outward and shatters into multiple pieces.
Diaphysis Shaft of the bone. Closed Bone is broken without penetrating the skin.
Comminuted The bone has broken into 3 or more pieces. Closed fracture,
Condylar Any round end of a hinge joint. Complete Fracture all the way through the width of a bone.
Complex Fracture with significant soft tissue injury around the break.
Diaphysis The main or midsection (shaft) Compression Bone collapses. Common in the vertebrae. Open fracture.
Yy of a |0ng bone. Crush Bone is compressed under significant force.
Depressed Bone pushed inward. Closed fracture.
p Lower end, away from the Displaced Occurs when a bone snaps into two or more parts,
Distal and the broken ends move out of the normal anatomical alignment.
center of the body. d
Extra-Articular Does not involve the joint surface.
. Foreshortened  Broken bone segments overlap or telescope into one another.
Epiphysis End of the bone adjacent B otborabnsit.
to the joint. Greenstick Incomplete break. The bone bends and breaks but does not
separate into two separate pieces. Closed fracture.
Head Upper end. Hairline Minor fracture in which bone fragments remain in alignment and
appear as a fine line on radiclogy imaging.
Impacted Broken ends of bone are driven together.
Lateral Away from the ct?nten Incomplete Fracture of bone ends without complete separation of the bone.
towards the outside of the body. Intra-articular ~ Fracture extends into a joint.
Malunion A fracture that has healed into an abnormal anatomic position.
Medial Toward the midline. Nondisplaced The fractured bone does not move out of place (clean break).
Nonunion A fracture that fails to join and heal in a union.
ek The wide (neck) portion Oblique An angled fracture line across the bone, typically caused by a slanted force.
Metaphysis TR Open Broken bone pierces the skin. Compound, Infection, w/Foreign body,
Oirayond e Missile, Puncture, Gustilo classification.
Overriding A displaced fracture where the bone fragments overlap.
Neck Upper end. - - -
Segmental Bone breaks in two places, creating a floating segment.
4 Simple Fracture without skin compromise. Closed fracture.
Posterior Towards the back of the body. < 2
Spiral Bone twists apart, looks like a corkscrew. Closed fracture.
. Towards the center of the bo dy Stable The broken ends of the bone line up and have not moved out of place.
Breoimnt : - st Fract d titive st icrot Aka hairli
Opposite of distal. ress racture caused by repetitive stress - microtraumas. Aka hairline.
Transverse The break is in a straight line across the bone. Closed fracture.
H Toward the head or upper Unstable Broken bone fragments move out of their natural position.
Superior
part of the body.

0

PDPM ICD10 Consulting™
Copyright PDPM ICD10 Consulting® 2024

@ www.pdpmicd10.com

tracey.beattie@pdpmicd10.com




